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HON PIERRE YANG 
Disclosure Requirements — Personal Explanation 

HON PIERRE YANG (South Metropolitan) [11.34 am] — by leave: I would like to explain a situation. 
Section 12 of the Members of Parliament (Financial Interests) Act 1992 states that, other than a trade union, if 
a body or organisation does not have as one of its objects or activities the promotion of the economic interests of 
its members in any occupation, there is no disclosure requirement. After being contacted by the media, I amended 
my return to add the Association of Great China Inc, the Northeast China Federation (WA) Inc, and the 
William Langford Community House. I thought I had failed to disclose them. After reading the newspaper articles 
on the Premier’s press conference yesterday, I had a detailed read of the aforementioned section. I am of the view 
that although legally they were not required to be in my annual return, I should have disclosed my membership of 
those two organisations and William Langford Community House. I amended my return to reflect my membership 
of those two organisations and William Langford Community House. I have apologised for the oversight 
previously; I now apologise to the house for the oversight. 
I did not seek to conceal my membership of those organisations. I disclosed my membership of one of the 
organisations in my expression of interest for preselection with the Labor Party. The other group did not exist at 
the time of my nomination for preselection. I chose to resign my membership of those two associations or 
organisations partly for my family, due to the intense media attention. My family has gone through a very tough 
time. I feel very sorry to have brought this on my wife. 
A journalist and a cameraman came to my house this morning. I respect media freedom. I respect the freedom of 
the press. I am a beneficiary of this great country’s democratic values and democratic institutions. I respect the 
media and the freedom of the press. I understand that the journalist and the cameraman had a job to do; I respect 
that. When I politely asked them to respect the fact that my children were just about to come out to go to school, 
they respected that. I sincerely thank them for giving that respect to my family. 
I take my reputation seriously. I take my integrity seriously. I did not seek to hide my membership of those 
two associations. I am not and have never been a member of the WA branch of the Australian Council for the 
Promotion of Peaceful Reunification of China. I do not know why my Chinese name appeared on that website. 
I believe Hon Julie Bishop, MP, was similarly baffled when she was told that a “Julie Bishop Glorious Foundation” 
had been set up in her name. I instructed my lawyer to write to the association to remove my name last week. 
Madam President, as a new member of this place I have to be very honest and say that it has been very tough over 
the past few days. I would like to thank those who have called and texted me, and come to me to voice their support 
and concern. This morning, one of my mates from my Australian Army Reserve training days texted me from far 
north Queensland to wish me well. He is an Australian of Western European heritage and I believe his family has 
been in Australia for generations. I want to say to everyone who has showed their concern for me that their support 
and trust means everything to me. For that, I thank them. I would like to thank the Premier for his staunch support 
and unwavering defence of me. I would also like to thank my colleagues—all of them—for their support. 
It has been 20 years since I came to this great nation as an international student. I have had the most incredible 
experience as a migrant, including a world-class education in law and political science, a professional career as 
a legal practitioner, the honour of serving as an officer in the Australian Army Reserve, deployment on 
Operation Southern Indian Ocean, serving as a local councillor for the City of Gosnells, and the privilege and 
honour to be a member of this honourable house of the Parliament of Western Australia. For that, I am eternally 
grateful and humbled. Such a migrant experience is not always possible in other countries around the world. It is 
possible in Australia because it is Australia. Australians give a fair go to everyone, irrespective of their 
background. I deeply appreciate the opportunity I have been given by Australia and Australians. I have been an 
Australian citizen since 2006 and I am proud to be an Australian citizen. My wife, Hazel, is an Australian citizen. 
My two children, Pierre Jr, who is six years old, and Malcolm, who is four years old, were born in Australia and 
they go to a local Catholic school in my electorate. My mother married a Greek Australian, who has been living 
in Australia for 60 years, and after 17 years they are still happily married. Australia is my home. I wanted to be an 
Australian and I was given a fair go to be an Australian by Australia and my fellow Australians. 
As a migrant, I served Australia and my fellow Australians in the Australian Army Reserve for more than 10 years. 
I reached the rank of captain, and I was deployed on Operation Southern Indian Ocean between 5 May and 
22 June 2016—49 days—to the middle of the southern Indian Ocean, some 2 500 kilometres west of Perth. During 
weekend training in February 2016, my company commander came to my platoon with a piece of paper and asked 
me to distribute it within my platoon. It was a communication from Army headquarters calling for an Army 
reservist who could speak Mandarin Chinese to serve on Operation Southern Indian Ocean, which was to look for 
the missing Malaysian Airlines flight MH370. I told my company commander that I could speak Chinese and his 
response was, “Oh yes, of course you can. Sorry, I forgot about that.” My company commander, battalion 
commander and battalion adjutant put in my name to the Army headquarters that weekend. Within a week, I was 
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selected to be deployed by Army headquarters. I was excited to be deployed. During my training and service in 
the Australian Army Reserve, I was told that to serve Australia overseas on operations was a big deal and every 
Army reservist should aspire to it. There were people from the American company Phoenix International, which 
is a major contractor for the United States Navy, and there were also people from Canada. The ship’s crew was 
from China. I worked closely with and reported to the representative of the Australian Transport Safety Bureau, 
a gentleman who was from the United Kingdom. That year’s weather was particularly rough. We had swells as 
high as eight metres and wind speed reaching 55 knots, or 30 kilometres an hour. Back on the shore of 
Western Australia, the wind was two to six knots and the swell height was 0.5 to two metres. I do not want to 
overemphasise a deployment of a non-combat nature, but I did put myself in situations of risks and hazards. Help 
would have been days away if there had been a safety issue while I was in the middle of the southern Indian Ocean. 
I served Australia and my fellow Australians, and I am proud of that service. 
I want to be a role model for my children and the children of all Australians, including those who are of migrant 
and culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, to show them that every Australian, irrespective of their 
background, can be part of every facet of our civic community, including becoming a member of our great 
democratic institutions, the Parliaments. I am only the second member of this Parliament of Australian–Chinese 
heritage, and the only currently serving member. That is despite the fact that the first migrant of Chinese heritage 
came to this state in 1829, shortly after the establishment of the Swan River Colony. 
I have tried every day for over two decades to be an upright Australian, and to suggest that I am not absolutely 
loyal to Australia is deeply hurtful. What hurts me even more is the thought that my children are Australians of 
Chinese heritage, who were born in Australia, and when they grow up they may be viewed as having questionable 
loyalty to Australia. As a parent, I am just shattered by that thought. 
I want to make a contribution so that in the future children of all backgrounds can have the same opportunity to 
serve our country and our state in whatever capacity they wish. I know it is hard to be one of the first few in any 
occupation, but I hope that with my contribution it will be easier for future generations who wish to be part of this 
great democratic country and the great democratic institutions of our great commonwealth and our state. This is 
why I sought to serve in the Australian Defence Force, in local council and in my current capacity as a member of 
the Parliament of Western Australia. Australia is my home. My loyalty is to Australia and only to Australia. 
Government members: Hear, hear! 
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